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STORIES v OF INAKES AMD SEA .SERPENTS
MILE-LOH- G SM SERPENTS

They Are Patroling Oar Coasts-N-ew

Terrors of Oar Waters

Sweep Along With Bodies Sinewy

and of Enormoas Strength A

Menace to Whatever Ttey

(Copyright. 180G.)
HE Unit-i- i Mates Navy has recently

cpent three liundred millions in
war ships, and is making active
preiiaratiunstosjijsidthreeiiundred
mill:j:is more in lot;, or sixty

millions each.
Eacn sixty millions represents a new war

ship, equipped and maintained ui.til ready
to go into iomur.s..ion a year or two iuter

So eager lave they been to set tl cee
war itslii bunt and have it em si eedy tnat. .. v.,.-,- - ti.. .rmAi iiio nrfftrmi r.ttirii I

to ttie Cramps and other builders ot so
main thoaaud dollars bounty lor each knot
beyond a certain speed. In UicnewMa-sa-nlitifti-

t ! Crmuiis won bv tl is boimtv
over a hundred thousand dollars, and what
they will win with tie other new ship-.- ,

ordered one dares not predict. I

Hut it is all in vain All in vain the six j

new torpedo boats, the The gut. beats. J

the under-wate- r loriedi boats and the.
thirtj-flv- e new vessels and war ships, J

V. 1...-- -. l.n. ....... ,1 (.. . I r. t ...nr.r. 0.. ,0aT.VrMsTltorpedo lKats mere bubbles on U.esurlacei
..ftt.o tr.-.- This ne number is a real
serpent of au entire new type. Wbcia
It was propagated, whence it came, in
what sea it Jay growing all there years, and
what tides brouglit it rere none know
So invbteruics, is it that the lairon.fortab'u
theory has even been advanced 44:1 it was
the work of an enemy to plant the sea ser-
pent in onr waters and leave it here to
grow Wild theories have connected it
with the Cuban trouble.

MANY SERPENTS
This monster has appeared in four places

off the coast. On?? in the great lakes, when
it bobbed up Lake Suerior ami terrified
the tiort'nr;roastsor Wisconsin and Uicl.- -

igan Another if the same famil stowed
ilrsclf olf California, far out where seme tne cabin, came art with a dogwood cane.

will. tovcral well directed blows d.r-i- tOregoaian aw it reported'
on inr-- Tw.. further tcnili tl ehead J Inched the e ttm. had so .

uee" 'ning the helmsman compaiivof another one bobbed up
But it. was over In New Jcrre that the '

sea serpent came to land and materialized
in the hliape of a great oi.e tl ouand-pouii- d

monster
For mail weeks tne Jerey fisiieriren

who have been supplymg the entire East
with spring iSs.i notice 1 3i disturbance in
the water. It was far benearh the surface
and seemed to do its living down there;
it did not rise t'i the or the water.
TJie jdea of a to.Oc lysession
of them, but as the serpent did notcoire
up. thej r.lnudoned it-- Everj' few days
there wo'ild "be r'ie sime disturbance ur- - j

der the ivarer bat. nothing more came or I

it. I

One rinj. rot fifty feet away fran
wher" a lislung skiff laj witii its Hues
oJ, Uic-- e apjieared above the water an
ugly black head. It was The shape of a
horse's head, about ten feet long with j

a great horn grnwinir out of its nose-Th- e j

expression of its mouth was a laugh
ing cie and inside tliere gleamed two i

tom of deadlv whi'e teeth Above the
Uvlh ghxtviied the long fishy eyes pe-

culiar to a man-shar-

Wiiiie thev were looking at this awful
"head, which a'--s bobbing out or tbe
s'D- - a fiou'r: taking its meming dip,
tSie entire bo.ly of the monster gave a
convnisue thr!) auj sprang out of the
wa'er. And a wonderful siglit it was
Trcrn head to Toot it was covered with
what lo jkel like a coat of mail Thecolor
was the suoj'ied glisten of oxidized slUer,
except the tail, which turned to gold.
For a n e this monster had only a black
nuzzle an-- l two hideous holes. The eyes
and month were pusltivelj vicious in ex-

pression. l

The fiherznen 1n the skiff recovered ,

Uiemselves enoagh to bend to the oars.
But no dinner Ind they taken the first '

stroke tnwar I tCie ammnl when he sprang
toward them with awful leaps, sending
he spray ngit an J left. The horn gro

in rron' of its nose stuck hriozo.ta!ly
oul read t' strike, a, with head tlirowu
back an 1 spouting water from his rroiith,
he made straight for the little bait.

All hands secured a.p. poles, oars,
whatever t'lej could, ami stooJ ready to
make fight Wit'iin a few feel of tliem
the rroiistcr dived under the water, but
nof uhUI he had received a stinging blow
alongside the head from an oar. Up he
came drectlj under the boat, and for a
minute it lifts l on Jus back outof the
water. With stout blows from du!s tlie
men. leaning over the boat, battled him,
while a harpoon that lay rusty under the
ne' was brought out.

And then it was found how heavy was
the coat of armor of this serpent. Only
Ins 1iead could be attacked, that by
the sharpest instruments It was a long
fight to subdue him, but they did it after j
awinie. ana now me sea is less for tvis
great liiousand-pouw- l fellow, as long as
a sailing vessland as broad as a rowbo.it.
It was Uic hmalle of tlie serpent3 seen.

It is computed that this new species of
sea serpent, for he certainly has ben
something unseen np to this tiirc,

a strength equal to ten times his
bulk. Under the oxidized armor of the
one killed there was a thick coating of
flesh, through which ran lieavj muscles.
From head to tail there were great sinews
standing oJt through the mail tliat denote
power to ben 1 aa 1 strike The body could
double up without injur i;r itself, and
the tail rhcn it flew back should be able
to e at least ten thousinl pounds.

A man's hand, while it may weigh less
than fiie pounds, can give a blow of over
fifty pounds, or ten times fts weight.
How much irore can these monstcrx. en
dowed with a mass of sinewy flesh, strike f
when doubled up for an attack?

CARRIES A HARPOON
The lioni growing from the nose is very

Ehnrp, and. when delivered with full
force, would pierce any but the sternest
armor-proo- f metal And it is doubtful
If that could stand it It is well known
that a blow from a heavy instrument, or
a ball from a "rifle will fail to penetrate
where one sharp instrument delhcred with
Xoree easily enters.

In diialmg wtli battleships, should these
monsters become numerous, the moat seri-
ous consequences might be expected Were
tticy to uinte and press underneath theboat
they could do little damage beyond the
lireakiiig of the keel, but by piercing the
external armor with their horns, they could
serious injure a ship, and could certainly
impede us progress were it to try lo steer
Us course through them.

The mo- -t serious thing about a sea ser-
pent is the fright which it gives to sailors.
They are more superstitious about it than
about a ihark, for their legends tell them
it means utter destruction to the ship.
TJven United States seamen are horrified
nt it and rcrnse to obey order, taking them
Inward the monster.

There is but one ship that is a match Tor
lids ocean terrilier and that is the subma-
rine torpedo Tioat, whlc-l- i can fight it in
Its own element, tbe sea. EvcnOic torpedo
boat mustTesortto dynamite when it faces
the sea serpent. But the great vessels
of the navy are powcrlesB, unless they are
built lo witlistand a 10,000-poun- d battering
ram beating against them underneath the
water, where their .armor naturally is the
tendcrcst.

- Seamen tell of the cunning of this new sea
serpent. They tell of two serpents Inter-
locking horn and dorsal Jin to make a
stretch iof thirty feet long, and cf another
scrpout Joining itself to Uils great mus-cul-

chain. Stretched nnOr the keel of
nljoataud clasping Its sides high upon the
fcull, they can give an awful pressure that

will make tlc Umbers creak and cause the
armor to bend like tin.

The coast is full of these stories now,
and ever night when the moon comes out
there Is a fresh tale of the sea serpent.
The uew manatee, or sea cow, is not or this
class, being more allied to the mermaid und
having a pretty face and graceful body,
but Uiis tiew monster is horrible frcm hoin
to tail. HENRY SANDERSON.

a"land
mile

lop

and

and

war

STOBY OF A SNAKE.

It Is Told hy Salloi-- and tljo tarn
iluht He True.

After being kept in a state of continual
ti epilation or u week on account jr trie
appearance ou deck or numcious trange
mm penis, u.n:.euei and ucuu turnuriinit,.
ti-- crew ot the Uerinuii steamship SchJcs-wi- g

ttere touniuy giao enough to once
more yet on bhore.

The ScblsWig, after loading. one of
the largest cargo ot logwood togs ever
brought, to tain country, steamed out of
the iiurbor of fort ie raix, en ti e is.and
or Haiti, With iiotliing unusual to excite
the fear of anv one rhe northern coast
or Cuba hud, however, scarce faded from
v3ew' 'hcn a storm peculiar to the tropics
burst upon ttiu vessel. when the gray
light tl dawn began to break the man at
tliu wheel was hornlicd to see thai an
enormous black snake was tightly colled
about the spokes.

With his knees knocking together l.e
called lustily to berelieed. This unusual
proceeding on the part of the helmsman
attracted ihe attention or tecral or the
crew, who came aft. but on seeing his

SnileiScfS wK'thoVS
le""i muta u. uul-iis-

TheirigJitened I'elnisman dared not relax
his hold upon the wheel, and while glad
that others besides himself could see the
snake, was extremely anxious to be re-
lieved frbm duly, and that at once.

Great beads of perspiration began to
stand oat upon ins ioreheau, and in water-
ing the snake he several times lost siht
of the compass, and Tvas doubly terriued
to fmd-th- ship railing off l er course.--

With the courage or dci cration both
snake and seaman clung to tne wheel. The
snake seasick, the hohiman liornricd. and
both desperate with fear of each other
The steersman prajed, sang, whistled.
and cursed, mostly the latter, until Cai.t.
Hackborth. who lor half an hour had been
chafing a saage-lo.daij- r tarantula about

' "v" llv"L" ui "" L ,iv-- - '" ""--- -

ship measured fie feel even niche
Seeral olfer snakes, probably driven from
the cargo by the rolling or tie vessel, a
motion to which they were not accustomed,
came on deck and were spcedilv killed
In the forecasL'e the sailors l.ne a her-
metically' eloped glass Jar, in which arc
seien lizards, one tarantula, forty-thre- e

centipedes, a large collection of .strnn'je-lookin- g

beetles, captured about the decks
during the oae Philadelphia Inquirer.

HINDOO .1EWELRY.

It nas Been Himrded Awnv for Cen-

turies by the Natives.
J'h He dt' p h i (i IU cord.

Newr during its existence has India
been so rich in jewilrv as now. The
people are alw.ijs adding to their stock,
Savings from pearly all sources are 'is
posed of in this way, and these savines
arc being constantly made often at the
expense of clothing. ometinief at the ex-
pense of gleater urcts.incs ot life. The
making and the stoiing avay of wealth in
tins loim in the nalicii.il peculiarity of the
country.

Jewelry i regarded as the most stable
kind of wealth.' and fortune!, are never
counted without estimating the value of
the stock of jewelry. It can alwajs be
pledged or disposed or. The market for
its sale i"5 never closed and never de-
pressed. The most ignorant native who
wishes to sell n of jewelry knows
its market value quite well. He tan scarcely
be cheated.

Jewelry form& the greatest factor in
matrimony. The mest lowly bride has
her strnlhan, which is occasionally equal
In alue to five j ears' inccroe of the
bridegroom. Tin re is often a scarcity of
clothing, somctirms a Fcarcity of cook-
ing pots, generally not i article of fur-
niture, but nearly al wa s a slock of Jewelry.
The wife that ir.ih no Jewelry possesses
nothing else; she cannot lo robbed. The
family that docs net have jewelry is abso-
lutely indigent.

One of the greatest boasts of the Jew-
elry owner is that his hoards canno't be
taxed. A man may own Jewelry valued

These Horned

at a lakh of nipees. and pay no income
tax. This is a source of great satisfac-
tion. Jewelry lelds no recurring Income,
bulit is prized more I ban governmentpaper.
If it never increases it never diminishes,
is a national saying, common among men
and women alike. No native marriage,
exceptamong the mostimpoverished, takes
place without a transfer of jewelry, and
very Csequcntly new jewelry.

ilAX JJE 1VOBTU A MILLION.

That's the Value of Nellly'H Find Ac-

cording to Sample, Assays.
St. Louis

"Spokane, May 2. Last Monday Martin
Neilly was rehiring to Rossland,.B . C. after
anTinsuccessful 'prospecting trip Into the
Salmon River district. He readied the
Columbia River at a point about six miles
north ot Trail Lauding, B. C. at noon on
thatday.andBelectinga spoton thebankof
the stream at the foot of LooJrontaJountaln
he sat down to eat his dinner. As he did
so he noticed a Hugo boulder half buried
in tiie sand in a dryTJortlon of the river not
far from where heisat. i - x

When he was through with his repast ha
shouldered "his plck-an- sauntered over
towatd the huge boulder. He examined j
it ac ttrst m a .casual way, .and then uis

j .. '.lit '

experienced eje told hlrti that it was a
promising-lookin- g quartz rock. Ho s'tniek
ids pick into It several times and dislodged
a piece of flic decomposed rock. Great
was his surprise when, upon picking up
the fragments Hie saw traces or gold and
copper , He walked around the boulder
and knocked off piece affcr piece, and us
he did so ids excitement increased with
each succeeding disclosure. 7ri speaking '

or the circunistauce lo the correspondent, lie
said:

"It was some time before I fully real-
ized what a fortune I had discovered, but
when it dawned upon nit; that at last 1
was a ilcli man I am afraid I made nMi
demonstrations as wuld justify any who
might have seen me In beHet ing that! had
lost my senses. Tor several ears I have
been 'grubstaked' In prospecting these
mountains without success, and many is
the time I Ihp gone hungry for the want
of the pi ice to getsrmethitig to eat, and
can you blame me for gdng nearly era.y
when I realised that I was no longer
poor?"

When Neilly had demonstrated to his
satisfaction that the huge mountain of
rock before him was full 'f rich metal he
proceeded to Kcntc his discovery by post-
ing the usuaiiiolices taking in 'the ground
upon which the boulder rusted. He tlien
selected a number of the specimens or reck
thathe hudchtppedorr.uiidputtingthem in,
his pocKet he started for arriv-
ing there late in the afternoon. He went
to several assayers und left some of the
rock to le assayed

The next morning one assaycr's report
sho'vei that the ore contained Sn!! in gold
to the ton, besides being rich m copper.
The other two assays showed $47 and $58
m gold and also copper.

From the positfoa of tlie boulder, ljinp as
it" doc on the dry bed of tlie river all by
ltscir an fat the foot of lyiokoat Mountain,
which rears Its crest several tlionsant;
feet up in the air, it Is evidentthatat some
period this huge body of rock has become
dislodged from the nouutabi and rolled

down with fearrul momentum to the point
where it now rests. Is

The boulder, as near as can be estimated, Is
coalaim m tliPiielgiibn.-ho- o I r -- 0.000 tons
of rock. As el Reilly is undecided what sh
he will do with his b.ulder. He sayshem.iy
conclude to have it mined and shipped to
the Trail smelter ror reduction, or he iray
decide to dispose of it to some syndicuto is
of capitalist for a good round flguie. He
has set no price on it, and sas he will not
until he has had time to think the matter
over .

SHAH AND KING BELL.

Their Daily Appearance at the Paris
Exposition.

A pleasant reminiscence of the late Shah
ot Persia comes from the time of the last
French exposition When the shah reached
Paris he looked for a crowned head worthy

of his notice. For several days he found
none. Then he came upon King Bell, an
African chieftain, who, despite his English
name, was under German patronage. Bell
had been bi ought to Europe by his Berlin
patrons in order that he might be tilled
with reerciice for the wonders of civili-
zation.

Now when Bell wasinhls Afrieanhomehe
had been visited by the German explorer,

Monsters, "With Body of Oxidized Silver

Elders. As Elders was then on his way
back to the coast he already had disposed in
of all his red cloth and variegated glass-
ware, and was put to his wits' end to
find something to give the chieftain.

The only available article that he could to
turn up in his baggage was a tin teapot,
which had been incapacitated for further
service by a hole In the bottom. So
Ehlers had this teapot polished and gave
itiolvhig Bell, telling him that it possessed
the magic power of protecting from all
harm the man who carried it. Thus it
came that when .ears later Bell walked is
do-w- the gangwayof a North German Lloyd
vessel in Bremerhaveu be held fast in his
right hand a highly polished tin teapot with
a hole in the bottom. Wherever he wept
m Berlin, Bell carried the tcap6t, through
the National Art Gallery, Unter den. .Lin-

den, in the Thiergarten, and. into thcaudi-enc- e

chamber of the royal pajace. He
would not leave it behind when he started nefor'Paris, and when tbe-eha- h met him he "

still bad it.
TheBbah did not-Je- t the teapot weaken

his hrothprlv fnnlinf for a mnn nt rmrnl
oloocl. Ho accepted Bell with the teanot
and courted his society to the exclusion
of ordinary European aristocracy. Day.
after day he might be seen on the exposi-
tion grounds, with Bell trotting by his side
and swinging the magic tin pot.

SNAKES AT THE TOIlET

"X

Change Their-- Clothing at Stated

Periods Though Their Ward

rohe Possesses Little

Variety.

It seems rather funny to spcuk of snakes
as dressing and undressing, T-'- t this they
certainly do quite as fully as human beings;
although it f Cruel that their wardrobe re-

quires fewerrand less vuriety of articles
than ours.

After a long voyage, after a season's
ictirement or hibernation, ami on various
other occasions, they und themselves in
need of u new dress to replace their old
ami soiled gJrhieht, and they immediately
proceed to cvole one. They arc very
modest creatures, never shedding their
old clothes Unlilj tliey are fully clud in
their new ones.

1'rior to shiningforth resplcndentin fresh
attire a serpent seeks retirement If possible.
He becomes blind 101 a few dujs, refuses,
food and appears Co 6e in a melancholy state
geiierally; perhaps, like some human beings,
he has worked too hard en his new stilt.
When all is completed und ready for exhibi-
tion, he begins ut the lips to extricate him-
self from the old dress, rubbing against
whatever may he lu his nay to expedite
the matter.

The fiist parU of the process is apt to be
rather tedious, but as he progresses he
works more rapidly; when lie reaches the
rlbg they assist the operation, until finally
the,,pld skin m shed entire, turned Inside
out and Mr. Snake revels in his new suit.

His eyes, covered by a perfectly trans-paie-

layet of" cuticle, are bright and

011k ' .kK

beautiful. It is only while this cuticle
forming over the ee that the serpent
blind.

Sometimes snakes arc so very modest and
that they select the night for changing

their clothes; others, who are tamer, are
quite willing to do lr m broad da light.
When the process of 'shedding the skin

completed snakes inhnedlatelj recover
their activity, aa they huve been langulsh-fo- r

a few days. '

Their appetites are sharperuow, and the
poisonous kinds seem to .have acqiycd an
additional supply of venom during their
retirement. T,heir ejes are bright, their
colors are vivid and rich, and their snake-ship-s

sppm to feel very comfortable and
contented In every way.

TESLA'S LIG HT T?EB FECTED.

After Yearsof Endeuor HoDeclares
Its ;Snccess.

Xeic ToiJc jflerald.
Nikola TeslahassoH cd the problem which

he set before himself many years ago, and
which may revolutionize the s stern or circ-tri- c

lighting. It is, electrical experts say,
the nearest perfect adaptation of the great
force of nature to the use of man.

In Mr. Tesla's laboratory, In Houston.

'"- ---'

"

street, is a bulb not more than three Indies
length, --which when the current ,turns

into It becojuesu. ball of light.' The heat-i- s

almost imperceptible. With It a very
large room is so lighted that is possible

read in any corncrr Yet this is done
without films and without the attachments
necessary in exlstinglights.

The rays are so strong that; the sharpest
photographs may 6 taken by them. No
new dynamo is required to produce the
current. ThebuJb is attached to a wire
connected wit r5ti?i street current. Tliere

no danger oghifrhiful shock In its use.
Stories have rSmgifrcrm time to time from

Mr. Tesla's lal)SajiSy j.ho"t be was
a IfttJfeit of

success and faauira. have followed each
.otherana Mrf!a7s, 'friends werfc in-

clined to doubwjjW,fitvw6uld sncceecl. A
half-doze-n tim54iscoi-ttr- y was at his

hfurgcr Ups, gjSgclude-i'hira- . But now
nas tout nisnenoaaii nis, success.

"Mr. Tesla working for rna"ny
years on his tWboc the necessity ahd
the "thecorTservatlon of.
electrical energy. The present incandescent
light gives only 3 per cent of illuminating
power. The other 97 per cent wasted in
beat.

accordance with hte theories, "which
have been alreadyTdppUed successfully to

Ihe economical transmission or the electric
fluid, he applied hlhiseir to the saving of
some or this wasted energy In elettrTc
lighting.

The bulb whldli he has perfected gives 10
per cent of light and loses 90 per ecmt of
energy. Mr. Tesla ileeldrcs that he will,
wlin vtic Ultl Ut n rew nrdre experiments, be
nble-l- o produce 40 per cent of light, so
that the waste will bo reduced to only 00
per cent, o.-- 37 per cent less than at
present.

The principle of light is vibration. The
illumiiiutlon is secured by means of what
Mr. Tesla terms a vibrator within a bulb,
which holds the vibrating needle within a
vacuum. The needle vibrates so rapidly
that the figures per second sound Imagin-
ary, but it is this intensity or energy which
gives the light its brilliancy and its ap-

parent steadiness. Tlie lights do hot
have to be renewed.

Friends who recently visited Mr. Tesla
saw him photographed by means of his
light. The exposure was but two seconds
in the light of a single vacuum tube or
bulb, without electrodes, having a volume
of about ninety cubic incites. Tlie light
given was approximately 250 candle power.
The photogrupli wa3 as sharp in outlines
as though "it were taken In full sunlight.

Mr. Tesla lias recently obtained many
photographs in his study of the Roentgen
ray. He has photographed the heart or
one of His as3istaats so accurately as to
note its expansions and its contractions,
and he has also b&en able to locate defects
in the lungs of several persons, the pres-cnc- 3

of tubercles beiug very evident.
The announcement of Mr. Tesla's dis-

coveries created a genuine sensation at
the electrical show last night and was
the topic of conversation among the ex-

perts in the application or power. The light
was commented upon also at the meeting
of the American Institute of Electrical
Engineers which was held iu the exhibition
building.

0

SHE FACED A. MOUNTAIN LION.

Saved the Pupils and Then the Brave
School Teacher Fainted.

At Midland, a Milage lb the Rockies, a
few days ago, Miss Edna Booker, who
taught In the schooihouse of the place, per-

formed an act of heroism worthy of the
highest commendation. One of her scholars
had a pet antelope, a sweet, docile little
creature, that followed its mistress to
school, remaining quite near the door dur-
ing class hours.

One day it lay, as usual, near the door,
lazily basking in the sunlight, while the
children pored over their studies. Sud-
denly there came a light thud and a scream.
There, with his fore feet crushing the little
creature, crouched a big mountain lion,
savagely switching his tail from side to
side and eejng the children. The little
tots, screaming wildly, ran to the furthest
corner, huddlintr there in a heap.

The teacher, although pale with fear, did
notrora momentlosehernerve.butsearched
the room for some means of rescuing hTlittle scholars. Hanging on the wan near
the door was a shotgun, and she determined
toobtnlnir,nlthoughtodososliehadtopass
the Hon. Snmmoning all her courage, she
advanced down the room, facing thesavage
beast, who slopped tearing at the antelope
and growled ominously. Nothing deterred

in her "purpose, however, she passed by hiuiand took the gun from tbe pegs.
The lion turned his head and curfouslv

watched her as she retreated up the room
again. Thegunbeingempty.iiwasneccSiary
to return to her desk to procure someshellsand load it. Savage fiomits tasteof blood,
the lion left the antelope and prepared to
spring upon the group of children. He made
one leap over the benches, which landed hhn
in front or the teacher's desk, and, his eves
catching sight of her, he changed his pur-
pose, and, swinging around, was about to
spring upon her.

Noticing this, tlie teacher, who had been
watching for a good opportunity to Phoot,
ihstead of waiting for him to make the leap,
walked qOickly up to him, and before the 1

astonished brute could recover, she placed
the muzzle of the gun in his car and pulled
the triggers.

The recoil knocked her over and she fell
to the floor senseless. The gua did its
work however, Tor tbe lion's head wa3

blown to pieces, and tho brute luy a
quivering heap upon tho floor. The chil-
dren tan screaming down the road and men
hastened to the school boose to find the
brave girl recovered, but wildly trembling.
Afterlearnlng tbe circumstances the7 seized
a chair, and, seating the girl in It, carried
her with the dead Hon through tho town,
cheering and praising her brave-ac- t.

t
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BITES'OF VENOMOUS SNAKES

(Copyright, 18BG.)
Oil the oust rive yea re Dr. Calmette

of the Pasteur Institute in PariB
has been diligently studying poi-

sonous snakes.
He has at last established facts

In regard to the action and nature
of snake ciiom, which bid fuir to do for
the victims or the serpent even more than
Pasteur has done for those bltteu by the
mad dog. His investigations have led to
the discovery of a new
serum, an absolute antidote to the poison
of any snake. He has also made clear
the way in which both venom and serum
act upon Hit system, burning a snake
tiite with a red-h- Iron, cauterizing by
means of lunar caustic, or cutting away
the flesh around the wound with a knife
he lia3 proved to be almost useless.

When a person Is bitten the poison goes
into the system with marvelous rapidity,
and these methods are useless ir even a few
minutes have elajlsed after the bite. Br
Calmette repeatedly injected a mortal doso
of venom Into tiie tip or a rat's tall, and
less than a minute afterward cut off the
tail close to the body. The rat in every
Instance died ironi the errects of tin venom.
If a very vascular part is bitten, death en-

sues very quickly. A rabbit's ear is full
of veins and an injection of cobra venom
into the marginal veins will kill the animal
almost instantly. Human beings are
much more rapable of resisting the i oison
tlrnn most animals. Even after the bite
ot a hooded cobra death rarely ensues
in a mail before three hours hae elapsed
The new anti-veno- acts by neutralizing
the poison which has been introduced into
the sjstcni.

The serum is absorbed Into the system just
as rapidly as the snake venom, and ufi-- 1

less paraljsis has already set in will render
the poison entirely harmlehS Its action
Is exactly like that of e in diph-
theria, and the serum Is procured in a simi-
lar way. The blood of a horse which has
gradually been accustomed to clones 6f
venom becomes ladch with great quantities
of the anti-toxi- of snake poison. A
dose of venom sufficient to kill four hun-
dred horses can supported by such an
animal withoutany ill effects, and the -- erum
from its Mood is an absolute antidote to
the poison ot any venomous snake.

Many more deaths occur fromsnakc bites
than isusuallysupposed. Thedeadly cobra
of India alone kills annually more than
20,000 people. These are the figures gath-
ered by statisticians, and the unreported
deaths would probably swclltJie total very
greatly. In colder climates, where people
wear thicker clothes ami the snakes are
not so deadly, deaths from snake bites arc
comparatively rare. They are, however,
numerous enough to make an absolute anti-
dote very welcome. Europe poa-es-

fewer poisonous snakes than any other
continent, et the yearly total of deaths
caused by serpents is quite large even
there. In two departments ofFrance 321
people were bitten by snakes Ih a period
of five vcars. sixty-tw- o cases being fatal.

I)r Calmette Is sending his
all over the world to bo distributed among
phsiciaus. The Pasieur Institute in
Chicago will be the distributing point
for the United States. There is no known
chemical which by injection into the sys-

tem can nullify the effects of snake venom.
Chloride of lime and chloride of gold are
the most efricacious, but their action is
very uncertain. If over half an hour has
elapsed after the bite, they ar ealwaysuse-les.-- ,.

The serum will neu-
tralize the poion two hours after tl.e bite,
and in the case of the less poisonous snakes
after a much longer interval.

For many years scientists have been
trvmg to find out the exact chemical na-

ture of snake poison. So far they have
been unsuccessful. It has been proved to
consist of three distinct substances, but
nobody knows very accurately what they
are. The first substance is said to be
peptone, which has a very slow action, and
produces ulceration locally. The second

"Is some virulent matter which causes
great infiltration of blood when injected
into the tissues; the third is of an al-

buminous nature, and rs not apparently
poi'KJuous in itelf. Bollinp heat destroys
the poisonous qualities of snake venom.
When concentrated by removing the albu-
men and retaining the salts, the residuum is
forty times more poisonous t!ym the normal
venom. It is then the most powerful
poison known, and enough of it could be
put into a thimble to kill twenty-fiv- e thou-
sand people.

The only living creatures known which
are proof against snake poison, are snakes
themselves. Pigs poese great powers
of resistance to the poison, and so does
the mongoose of India, winch feeds upon
venomous snakes. A mongoose, though
not so big as a rabbit, will only succumb
to a dose of poison large enough to kill
eight rabbits. Dr Calmette had ix mon-
gooses at hi little menagerie in the town

Lille, France, and he discovered that
the animal kills the terrible cobra and
escapes fHiury only by its wonderful quick-
ness, and is not proof against the bite or
its dangcroas prey.

The snake charmers of India liave long
used a method of gradual inoculation of
snake poison in order to make themselves
proof against accidental bites from their
snakes. They only partially accomplish
this,' however, because some of them are

bitten and die every year. Br. Calmette
has studied them carefully In India, andsays that the snakes they use are usually
cobras whose fangs arc intact and whose
bite would be Inevitably fatat. Thev relychiefly upon the way In which they handle
the snakes to protect them from bites; itis a gift jivhich some of them seem topossess naturally. They know how totake hold of their dangerous pets so as notto excite them, and never do io untilhas been brought Into a good humOrby their music and the rj thmical swaying
of their bodies, llythm or motion always
affects a. snake, atul It will sway in unison
with any moving object upon which Its at-
tention is kept fixed. Some of the charm-
ers, doubtless, remove the fang3 of theirserpents, but the majority do not. It isa common thing for the charmers to allow
their cobras to strike a fowl or kitten before
they begin their performance. The almost
instantaneous death of the victim proves
the danger from the cobra's bite, and Im-
presses Ihe spectators,, who are then more
liberal in their contributions. "

Some of the Mexican Indians practice
inoculation by means of the fang of a
rattlesnake nrter previously forti--fie- d

themselves by eating the leaves of a
certain plant which" Jf supposed to have
miraculous powers. There tsno ddubt that
such inoculation can be practiced success- -
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fully and that men may thus procure
from the effects of snake poison,

but the process is a dangerous one.
Of all the different snakes collected by

Br. Calmette, the venom Is almost Identi-
cal. It only differs In the degree of viru-
lence, the venom being moredlluted in some
snakes than in others. The cobra ot India,
the ulack snake of Australia, and the rattler
of America all have practically the same
venom. Thus only one antidote is required
for all snake bites, but the amount In-

jected must vary with the intensity of the;
venom of the snake and the quantity in-
fused in the wound. A dose which would
destroy the venom of a rattlesnake would
be too weak for a cobra and some of tlie
deadly snakes of tropical countries.

LINCOLN AS A GKOCEltl' CLERK".

His Sense of Chivalry unci Love o
Square Dealing;.

The precise date of theopeningof Denton
Offutt's store Is not known. "We only knojr
that on July S. ISill, the county commis-
sioner's court of Sangamon county granted
Otrutt a license to retail merchandise at
New Salem, for which he paid $o, a fee
whiehsupposedhlrntohaveSl.oOoworthof
goods in stock. When the and their
drivers returned with tlie goods the store
was opened in a little log house on the
brink of the hill, almost over the river,
according to a writer in McCIure's Maga-
zine.

The frontier store filled a unique place-Usual- ly

It was i "general store." and on it
shelves were round most of the articles
needed In a coromanlty of pioneers. But
to be a plate for the sale of dry go-xt- s

and groceries was not its only functions, ic
as a kind of Intellectual and social center.

It was the common meeting place of the
farmers, the happy rehige o the village
loungers.

Nosubject wasunknown here. Thehabit-ues- of

thcplacewere equally at home In talk-
ing politics, religion or sport. Stories
were told, jokes were cracked and laughed
at, and the news contained in the latest:
newspaper finding Us way Icto the wilder-
ness was d- Such a store was that;
of Denton orTutt. TJncolu could hardly
have chosen surroundings more favorableto
the highest development of the art of story-
telling and he had not been there lonjc be-
fore his reputation lor drollery was es-
tablished.

A man came into the store one day who
used profane language in the presence ot
ladies. Lincoln aked him to stop, but the
man persisted, swearing that nobody should
prevent his saying what he wanted to. Tho
women gone, the man began to abuse Lin-
coln o hotly that the latter finally said,
coolly:

'Well, If yon must be whipped, I suppose
I mightas well whip you asany other man."
and going outdoor with the fellow he threw
him on the ground and rubbfd smartweed
in his eves until he bellowed for mercy.
New Salem's sen- - of chivalry was touched
and enthusiasm over Llncohvlncreased- -

His honesty excited no Ies admiration.
Two incidents seem to have particularly im-
pressed thecommuniry. Bavjngdicovered
on one occasion that he had taken 6
cents too much from a customer he walked
three miles that evening after his store
was closed to return the money.

Again he weighed out a half-poun-d ot
tea, as he supposed. It was night, and
this was thela-tthm- g he did before closing-up--

On entering la the morning he dl,
covered a four-ounc- e weight on the scales.
He saw his mistake, and, closing up shop,
hurried off to deliver the remainder of th
tea.

SEVEN KINDS OF CKOTVNS.

Dhstrlbuted u Beward hy tho
Ancient Bomaru..

The Romaashad various kinds or crowns,
which they distributed as rewards &r
martial exploits and extraordinary services
oq htfhalf of the republic, says a writer
in Chamber's Journal.

1. The oval crown, made of myrtle,
and bestowed uron generals who were
entitled to trie horors or the "lesser tri-
umph," called ovation.

2. The naval or rostral crown, composed
of a circle of gold with ornaments repre-
senting "beaks' of htps, and given to
the captain who first grappled or the
soldier who rirst hoarded an enemy's
ship.

3. The crownknown inLatmas'-Vallnrl- s

Castrensls," a circle or gold raised with
Jewels or rallsades. the reward or the
general who first farced the enemy'3
entrenchments -

t.The mural crown, a circle of geld In-
dented and embattled, given to the warrior
who first mounted "the wall of a besieged
place and sucessfuiiy lodred a standard
or flag thereon.

5. The civic crown (made of the branch,
of a green cak). a garland of oak leaves,
bestowed upon the Roman soldier who had
saved the life of a c.tizen.

6. Tlie triumphal crown, consisting at
first of wreaths or laurel, but afterward
made of gold the re ward of such generals
as had the good fortune to he successful la
battle

7. The crown called Obsidionalis,
or 'Graminea." made of the "common
grass" found growing on the scene of ac-
tion, ami bestowed r r.Iy for the deliverance
ot an army when rednced to the last ex-
tremity. This was esteemed the highest
military reward imong the Roman sei-
che ry.

Athletic crowns and crowns of Innrel.
destined as rewards ar pnblie enmes. andmany other Roman sports, arc frequently.
Tonnd mentioned in the annals ur Roman
history.

-

WHERE MATHEMATICS FAILED.
A rrorcssorV .MlstuUo Came Near

.Ruinlm; a "Yonnjr MuuV Lire.
Seiz I'm I: Evening rost.

The story told by a New Havou corre-
spondent of the Evening Post or tiie lo-

cating of a meteor by Prof. H.A NcwtsiiaC
Yale, from data obtained of a chance
photograph of the meteor's fright rffcutfs
to the Hartford Courant 'another story re-
cently related hcreaboutsby a Tale gradu-
ate. This young man. when a sturteHl, oc-
cupied a room In Divinity Hall.

"One night he undertook with a tov rifle
to Jilt one or the lights on the campii. Ills
aim whs poor and the ball passed through
the window of an eminent and enemblu
professor of not ami
embedded itself in the wall. This was tho
opportunity for the professor and for sci-
ence.

"He. too, set to work and 'eomptited the
curve, and with the exact skill of inmrti-b-le

figures, he traced the ball right back to
the room of ais i:mcent colleague, who
didn't even know thus the rifle had lxeu
fired.

The unfiedced minister flatly denied all
knowledge of the aHair. But men. even
minister, have been, known to niaki- - de-
nials in and the professor had
the proof with him. Tliere was the bullet,
there was the marks or his conrs ami
there was the computation worked out.

"16 looked asif a pulpit career was to bo
nipped in the bud. t the guilty student;
heard what Avas gbirfg on. He called Un
the prorcssor, confessed the offense, point-
ed out that the man of science, was 0t
feet outin his computation, und advlsedthat
the matter be dropped right where it was.
Ahd that was done."--


